INTRODUCTION
Age differences in human skin pigmentation has been an important problem. Reports have been appearing on this topic from time to time , but most of them lack a systematic survey of it . Any solution to this problem would require extensive field work, if one were to study it through the human life span.
It is, therefore , advisable to study the problem in parts, i. e., in different age ranges. The problem has been presently studied in the age range 10 to 16 years , which is an important growth period. As a consequence of considerable hormonal changes during the period , the "immat ure"
boys (GARN et al ., 1956) enter the "maturing" or the adolescent stage, which generally lasts from 12 to 16 years and may be prolonged even till 18 years (HOOTON , 1965) . The study is based on the skin reflectances obtained for the "Baniya" males . "Baniya" is one of the most important caste groups of India , and is quite prevalent in Delhi, where the investigations were conducted .
MATERIAL AND METHOD
Skin reflectances were obtained at 426 , 550 and 685 m,c2 wavelengths with an E. E. L. spectrophotometer (WEINER , 1951) from the medial arm site (HAR-RISON & OWEN, 1964) and the forehead site (LASKER , 1954a) . The investigations were conducted during the month of March (1969) , among the school students of Delhi. The time of investigation , thus, favoured a loss of skin tanning (LASKER, 1954b) , at least at the medial arm which remained heavily protected with clothings during the preceeding winter. This has given a much desired advantage to this study . "Baniya" h as no other special bearing with the skin colour study but for:
(i) The Baniya boys are more reserved and restricted to indoor activities than the boys in most other surrounding castes;
(ii) 
